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(57) ABSTRACT

A line start/end post or corner post (1) for a fence, the post
including a first metal picket (2) to be driven into the ground
(5) in a substantially vertical position, a reinforcing element
that includes a second metal picket (3) to be obliquely placed
between the first picket (2) and the ground (5) within a non-
sink part taken from the first picket (2), and a connecting
element (4) made of fence wire and connecting a first extrem-
ity (3b) of the second picket (3), laid on the ground (5), to the
first picket (2).

17 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
LINE START/END POST OR CORNER POST
FOR A FENCE

BACKGROUND OF YHE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a line start/end post or corner post
of a fence.

2. Description of the Related Art

Corner fence posts are known, for example, from docu-
ment U.S. Pat. No. 2,107,589 in which a wooden corner post
is propped by a strengthening element comprising a metal
section, a tension wire passing around the corner post, both
extremities of which are looped through the eye of a threaded
bolt. This tension wire is very rigid because, with the extremi-
ties thereof simply folded over, it resists the tension imparted
by the threaded bolt.

Document U.S. Pat. No. 2,147,496 describes a notched
metal corner picket and a strengthening element comprising
another notched picket and an articulated unit having at the
extremities thereof metal triangles cooperating with the
notches of the pickets.

These documents describe particularly well-known ele-
ments that are difficult to implement as they require complex
tools.

A “high tensile” fence is a hard-steel wire- or mesh-based
fence tensioned to at least 130 to 150 kg for wire most com-
monly having a diameter of 2.5 mm or less.

Unlike mild-steel mesh or wire fences, which cannot be
highly tensioned without the wire quickly beginning to
deform irreversibly, a high-tensile fence must be made of
hard-steel wire or mesh having a high carbon content and/or
a high elastic limit. Such wire is often sold under the trade
name Hi-Tensile or High-Tensile. It is usually in the form of
25 kg/600-650 m coils to be placed by the installer on an
uncoiler of the diameter of the coil. An example of this wire is
Securgal 25 (registered trademark) promoted by Lacmé in its
commercial documentation for many years.

High-tensile fences are described in the documents “High-
tensile Wire Fencing” from the Northeast Regional Agricul-
tural Engineering Service, 1987, and “How to Build Fences
with USS Max-Ten 200 High-tensile Fence Wire” from
United States Steel, 1980. These fences are based on line
pickets and corner posts. If the line pickets are made of metal,
the cross-section thereof is normally T or Y shaped (the latter
also being referred to as “star shaped”). T-shaped pickets are
for example described in patents U.S. Pat. Nos. 1,454,649 and
5,042,591.Y-shaped pickets are for example illustrated in the
documentation “The Waratah Fencing Range October 2009”
from One Steel Market Mills, 2009.

One of the main problems for users wishing to erect a
high-tensile fence without using the services of a specialist is
the installation of the “line start/end” and “corner” posts.
Indeed, line start/end posts and corner posts need to be par-
ticularly robust such as to withstand, from the outset and over
time, the high mechanical tension applied to this type of
fence.

A known solution involves using large-diameter wooden
stakes for the line start/end posts and the corner posts. One
drawback of this solution is that wooden stakes are cumber-
some and heavy. Furthermore, wooden stakes are liable to
decay. Moreover, these stakes, on account of the round or
semi-circular section thereof, become less well anchored in
the ground over time compared to metal pickets having more
complex cross sections. Finally, to implement this solution,
users need to master the use of several wood tools including a
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chainsaw and a pneumatic, thermal or hydraulic post driver to
fit the wooden stakes into one another and to anchor them in
the ground.

Another known solution involves using metal pickets and
strengthening elements for the line start/end posts and the
corner posts. Metal pickets are easier to drive into the ground,
for example using a cylindrical post driver. The strengthening
element may be a metal mooring or strut.

In the case of a mooring, it must be placed outside the
fenced area, which reduces the space usable by the land-
owner, and may also cause safety problems related to the
possibility of passers-by tripping over the mooring. Further-
more, moorings cannot be used for the two line start/end posts
of a gateway for animal herds, since such moorings would
necessarily hinder the movement of the herd passing through
the gateway.

The use of struts requires specific parts manufactured in
small quantities that are little-known and costly, not obvious
to use, and rarely available from retail outlets. These parts
also have to be transported to and then onto the installation
site. In certain circumstances, such as the installation of cor-
ner posts and line start/end posts in very steep or mountainous
areas, this may be an insurmountable problem. Furthermore,
to assemble the strut, it is often necessary to use tightening,
adjustment and/or bolting tools, which generate additional
constraints in terms of weight, encumbrance and cost. Fur-
thermore, the complexity of the work is increased by having
to plan the exact number of parts required to install the corner
and/or line start/end posts. Finally, struts are horizontal ele-
ments formed by a rigid rod occupying a significant amount
of space.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is intended to disclose a line start/end post or
a corner post of a fence that avoids at least some of the
drawbacks mentioned above, that is easy to assemble, and
that uses conventional parts in such volumes when erecting
fences that the exact number is not planned when preparing
the works. These parts are consequently manufactured in
large quantities and are cheap.

Accordingly, the invention relates to a line start/end post or
corner post of a fence, comprising a first metal picket,
designed to be driven into the ground in a substantially ver-
tical position, and a strengthening element, said strengthen-
ing element having a second metal picket, designed to be
arranged obliquely between said first picket and the ground,
and a link element, designed to link a first extremity of said
second picket, placed on the ground, to said first picket,
characterized in that said second picket is a line picket of the
fence, and said link element is made of fence wire. For
example, the fence wire is able to withstand high traction
greater than 200 kg.

Advantageously, said first picket has a U- or W-shaped
section, and said second picket has a T- or Y-shaped section.
Said second picket is conventionally otherwise used as a
“line” picket of a high-tensile fence.

Preferably, said first extremity of said second picket, which
would be beneath the surface of the ground if said picket were
driven into the ground as a line picket, is pointed and has a
“lower” hole intended to receive said link element.

According to one embodiment of the invention, said link
element is formed by a complete loop of the fence wire.

Preferably, the loop of said link element is closed using a
joiner.

Advantageously, said post has a strengthening element
placed in the “lower” hole of said second picket, the wire
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forming said link element being threaded through said hole
and bearing against said strengthening element.

According to another embodiment of the invention, said
link element is provided by one or more individual branches
of fence wire.

Advantageously, the or each wire branch is attached using
locking devices.

Preferably, said post includes a metal non-sink part having
a U- or W-shaped section, that is placed on the ground beneath
said first extremity of said second picket, said non-sink part
having a flat surface larger than the section of said first
extremity of said second picket, said non-sink part compris-
ing an end portion cut away from said first picket, said first
picket including a pre-cut line enabling said non-sink part to
be disconnected from said first picket.

According to one embodiment of the invention, said sec-
ond picket has, around the second extremity thereof, facing
said first extremity, a bevelled indentation.

Advantageously, said first picket has a notch designed to
receive a portion of the second extremity of said second
picket.

Advantageously, said first picket has a W-shaped section,
the two legs of the W being sufficiently close to one another
and sufficiently deep for said portion of said second extrem-
ity, inserted in said notch, to be arranged between the legs of
the W. This prevents the possibility of accidents involving
animals or children rubbing against the post at this point.

Advantageously, said post has a protective cap, that can be
placed on an extremity of said first picket, said protective cap
having quick-connection means and/or holes able to receive
the elements required to assemble the post before said assem-
bly (strengthening element, rod and bolt, etc.).

The invention also concerns an assembly method for a line
start/end post or corner post of a fence, characterized in that it
includes the following stages:

Driving a first metal picket into the ground, in a substan-

tially vertical position,

Placing a second metal picket, generally otherwise used as
a line picket of the fence, obliquely between said first
picket and the ground,

Placing a link element between a first extremity of said
second picket, placed on the ground, and said first
picket, said link element being made of fence wire,

Bearing against a second extremity of the second picket,
cooperating with said first picket, until a predetermined
position is reached, and

Locking said second extremity in position in relation to
said first picket.

Preferably, the stage of locking said second extremity in
position in relation to said first picket is effected by inserting
said portion of the second extremity of said second picket into
a notch of said first picket.

Alternatively, the stage of locking said second extremity in
position inrelation to said first picket is effected, firstly, by the
friction between said second extremity and said first picket,
and, secondly, by inserting a rod and a bolt into two through
holes of said first picket.

The invention is further explained, along with additional
objectives, details, characteristics and advantages thereof, in
the detailed description below of an embodiment of the inven-
tion given as a purely illustrative and non-limiting example,
with reference to the schematic drawings attached.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In these drawings:

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic perspective view of a line
start/end post or a corner post of a fence, according to one
embodiment of the invention,
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the engagement of
one extremity of a second picket of the post in FIG. 1 in a first
picket of said post with locking in a notch,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the engagement of
one extremity of a second picket of the post in FIG. 1 in a first
picket of said post with securing by rod and bolt,

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing a link element of the
postin FIG. 1, the link element linking the first picket and the
second picket,

FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing a non-sink part of the
post,

FIG. 6 is a perspective view from another angle showing a
link element of the post in FIG. 1,

FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing the engagement of the
first picket in the non-sink part,

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing a portion of the first
picket according to an alternative embodiment of the inven-
tion,

FIGS. 9 to 11 are perspective views showing three alterna-
tive embodiments of a notch of the first picket intended to
receive an extremity of the second picket,

FIG. 12 is a partial perspective view showing an extremity
of'a conventional Y-shaped line picket of a fence,

FIG. 13 is a perspective view showing a conventional
Y-shaped line picket of a fence,

FIG. 14 is a perspective view showing a conventional
T-shaped line post of a fence,

FIG. 15 is a view similar to FIG. 12 showing an extremity
of'the second picket according to an alternative embodiment
of the invention,

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the second picket showing
a “lower” hole through which the link element passes,

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of a strengthening element of
the post,

FIG. 18 is a perspective view showing an example passage
of the link element in the first picket,

FIG. 19 is a perspective view showing an alternative
embodiment of the first picket,

FIG. 20 is a perspective view showing a protective cap of
the post,

FIG. 21 is a perspective view showing the protective cap in
FIG. 20 placed on the first picket, and

FIG. 22 is a perspective top view showing the engagement
of'the second picket in the first picket when the first picket has
a W-shaped section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a line start/end post or a corner post 1, which
is designed to be used to form a high-tensile fence of steel
wire or mesh. The fence may be an electric fence or a purely
mechanical fence.

The post 1 has a first metal picket 2 and a strengthening
element. The strengthening element has a second metal picket
3 and a link element 4.

The first picket 2 is intended to be driven into the ground 5
in a substantially vertical position. The first picket 2 has a
U-shaped section. Alternatively, the first picket 2 may have a
V- or W-shaped section.

With reference to FI1G. 2, the first picket 2 has, at the bottom
of'the U, a set of small holes 6 each enabling the passage of
one or two fence wires (not shown), for example high-tensile
wires. These holes 6, typically spaced 10 cm apart, are aligned
vertically along a longitudinal axis of the first picket 2. In a
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variant shown in FIG. 19, the hole 6 intended to be located at
ground level is replaced or augmented by a pair of additional
holes.

The first picket 2 also has, at the bottom of the U, substan-
tially halfway up, a guide slot (not shown in the figures) able
to guide an extremity 3a of the second picket 3 in a substan-
tially vertical direction, as described in detail below.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the second picket 3 is
designed to be arranged obliquely between the first picket 2
and the ground 5. The second picket 3 has a Y-shaped section.
Alternatively, the second picket 3 may have a T-shaped sec-
tion. Such pickets are preferably those commonly used as
“line” posts of a high-tensile electric fence. The second picket
3 forms a strut.

With reference to FIGS. 1, 4 and 6, the link element 4 is
designed to link the extremity 34 of the second picket 3,
which is placed on the ground 5, with the base 25 of the first
picket 2. The base 25 of the first picket 2 is the zone of the first
picket 2 that is just above the ground when the first picket 2
has been installed by driving it into the ground 5. The link
element 4 is therefore arranged in a substantially horizontal
plane.

The link element 4 must be able to withstand significant
mechanical traction stresses. Indeed, the link element 4 is the
element of the picket 1 that bears the greatest traction force,
for example around 400 to 500 kg. It shall be noted that the
force exerted on the link element depends on the number of
wires in the fence. The link element 4 must be arranged
substantially horizontally to fulfil the function of closing the
force system and opposing the lifting of the first picket 2. The
wire link element 4 is for example made using fence wire able
to withstand traction greater than 200 kg, for example high-
tensile wire. Preferably, the wire used to form the link element
4 is exactly the same wire as used in the remainder of the
fence.

Consequently, the number of components used to make the
post 1 is firstly reduced and secondly limited to the compo-
nents also used in the straight-line part of the electric fence.
This has the advantage of reducing the price, facilitating the
purchase of these components, and simplifying organisation
of logistics and planning of the work.

Assembly of the post 1 is described below.

To do so, the first picket 2 is driven into the ground 5, for
example using a post driver (not shown). In a known manner,
the size of the post driver may be adapted to the size of the first
picket 2, such that the picket is driven to the correct depth (in
relation to the different holes provided in the first picket 2)
when the bottom of the post driver touches the ground 5.

When the first picket 2 has been driven into the ground 5,
the second picket 3 is installed such that the upper extremity
3a thereof is inserted into the U of the first picket 2 above a
predetermined marker, and such that the lower extremity 34
thereof (if it had been used as a “line” picket) rests on the
ground 5, at an implicitly predetermined distance (since the
heights of the Y-shaped “line” pickets are more or less con-
stant from one supplier to another) from the base 256 of the first
picket 2.

The second picket 3 may bear against a non-sink part 8,
which is placed on the ground 5 beneath the extremity 35. The
anti-sink part 8 has a flat surface larger than the section of the
extremity 3b. The anti-sink part 8 may advantageously be
formed by several centimetres cut away from an extremity of
the first picket 2. The anti-sink part 8 is in this case a metal rail
having a U- or W-shaped section identical to the section of the
picket 2. The rail can then guide the extremity 35 of the picket
3 during assembly. The rail may include a slot (FIGS. 5and 7)
or a hole enabling the extremity 35 of the second picket 3 to
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be positioned and then locked in longitudinal translational
movement during assembly of the corner or line start/end
post.

The first picket may advantageously include a pre-cut line
10 (FIG. 8). Accordingly, the corresponding extremity of the
first picket 2 need merely be knocked against a stone or using
a tool to separate the anti-sink part 8 from the first picket 2.
This enables retailers to offer a single but complete picket 2
that is ready for use for making a line start/end post or a corner
post 1. This also prevents the user from losing the anti-sink
part 8 between purchase and assembly of the post 1.

For assembly, the extremity 3a of the second picket 3 is
firstly placed level with a predetermined upper threshold of
the first picket 2. The upper threshold is for example one of the
holes 6. Alternatively, the upper threshold may be a mark
engraved or inscribed on the first picket 2.

The link element 4 is then installed. The link element is for
example formed by a complete loop of fence wire.

Preferably, to enable the passage of the wire forming the
link element 4, the second picket 3 has a “lower” hole 15
(FIGS. 6 and 16) close to the lower extremity 35 thereof. This
hole is original because it would be beneath ground level if
said picket were otherwise conventionally driven into the
ground as a line picket.

The post 1 may include a cable-thimble strengthening ele-
ment 16, clearly shown in FIG. 17. In this case, the strength-
ening element 16 is inserted in the “lower” hole 15, then the
wire forming the link element 4 is threaded through the
“lower” hole 15 bearing against the strengthening element 16,
as shown in FIG. 4. The strengthening element 16 makes it
possible to increase the curvature radius of the loop of the link
element 4, and therefore to limit shearing.

Inthe first picket 2, the loop of the link element 4 is formed
by threading the wire into a first hole 6 of the set of holes 6,
and bringing it out through a second hole 6 of the set of holes
6 arranged just above or just below the first hole 6 (FIGS. 4
and 18). In the variant shown in FIG. 19, the wire enters
through a hole 6 of the pair of holes, and comes out through
the second hole 6 of the pair of holes. This makes it possible
to obtain a link element 4 arranged in a more horizontal plane.

The loop of the link element 4 may be closed using a
conventional joiner 17 (FIG. 4). Alternatively, the loop may
be closed using a simple knot.

According to a variant not shown, the link element 4 may
be formed by one or more individual branches of fence wire,
for example high-tensile wire. The individual branch or
branches are attached firstly to the extremity 34 of'the second
picket 3 and secondly to the base 26 of the first picket 2. The
or each wire branch may be attached using conventional
locking devices placed behind the corresponding holes. Well-
known to the person skilled in the art, a locking device is a
mechanism similar to a joiner, but cheaper as it only has one
wire channel. If the user does not have a locking device, he
may use a joiner, of which he will only use one of the two
channels, thereby turning it into a simple locking device. The
rupture points of the locking devices/joiners may be selected
so that they operate like fuses, i.e. if the mechanical tension is
too great in the fence wires, the post 1 breaks at the level
thereof before any excessive irreversible mechanical defor-
mations are caused in the pickets 2, 3.

The user then presses against the extremity 3a of the sec-
ond picket 3, which causes the extremity 3a to slide along the
guide slot of the first picket 2, between the upper threshold
and a predetermined lower threshold. It will be noted that this
operation is performed without the extremity 35 of the second
picket 3 moving considerably. When the extremity 3a reaches
the lower threshold, the extremity 3a is locked in position.
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The second picket 3 forming the strut may then be installed
without using tools. Preferably, the distance between the
respective edges of the two arms of the Y of the second picket
3 is very slightly less than the distance between the two
branches of the U of the first picket 2, to facilitate sliding and
guiding.

With reference to FIGS. 9 to 11, the lower threshold is
formed by a notch, which may be blind or otherwise, for
example a cut-out section 11, in the base of the U of the first
picket 2, in which the extremity 3a of the second picket 3 is
engaged at the end of the sliding movement.

The cut-out section 11 may be round and of greater diam-
eter than the holes 6 (FIG. 9). Alternatively, the cut-out sec-
tion 11 may be oblong (FIG. 10) or trapezoidal with the small
horizontal side of the trapezium on top (FIG. 11).

In the example shown in FIG. 22, the first picket 2 has a
W-shaped section, the two legs of the W being sufficiently
close to one another and sufficiently deep for the portion of
the second extremity 3a, inserted in the notch, to be arranged
between the legs of the W.

In general, the pickets 3 used for “line” posts have, at the
upper extremity thereof, a notch 12 thatis always rectangular,
as shown in FIG. 12. In the second picket 3, this rectangular
notch may be replaced by a bevelled indentation 13, as shown
in FIG. 15. The bevelled indentation 13 makes it possible to
increase the contact surface between the second picket 3 and
the contour of the cut-out section 11. The bevelled indentation
13 also makes it possible to limit the part of the second picket
3 passing the bottom of the U through the cut-out section 11,
which limits the risk of personal injury. It will be noted that
this indentation 13 does not prevent the second picket 3 from
being used as a line picket.

According to a variant shown in FIG. 3, the lower threshold
may be formed by a transversal rod 22 placed between the
branches of the U of the first picket 2, once the extremity 3a
has been lowered to the lower threshold. In this variant, once
it has been moved to the lower threshold, the extremity 3a is
wedged by friction in the first picket 2, and the rod 22 prevents
the extremity 3a from lifting, in the event of impact or wear.

With reference to FIGS. 20 and 21, the post 1 includes a
protective cap 20 placed on the top 2a of the first picket 2. The
protective cap 20 is made of moulded plastic and includes
quick-attachment means 21 and/or holes to receive the
strengthening elements 16 and/or any nuts and bolts 22
required to assemble the post 1.

Although the invention has been described in relation to a
specific embodiment, it is evidently in no way limited thereto
and it includes all of the technical equivalents of the means
described and the combinations thereof where these fall
within the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A line start/end post or corner post (1) assembly for a

fence made of line pickets and fence wire, comprising:

a first metal picket (2), designed to be driven into the
ground (5) in a substantially vertical position, said first
picket including an end portion extending from a pre-cut
line (10), the pre-cut line (10) enabling, by knocking
against a stone, the end portion to be disconnected from
the first picket (2), wherein when disconnected from the
first picket, the end portion defines a non-sink part (8);
and

a strengthening element, said strengthening element com-
prised of 1) a second metal picket (3), designed to be
arranged obliquely between said first picket (2) and the
ground (5), ii) a link element (4) made of fence wire,
designed to link a first extremity (35) of said second
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picket (3), placed on the ground (5), to said first picket
(2), and iii) the non-sink part (8),

wherein said first picket (2), including the end portion, has
a U- or W-shaped section with a flat surface larger than
asection of said first extremity (35) of said second picket
(3) such that said non-sink part can be placed on the
ground (5) beneath said first extremity (35) of said sec-
ond picket (3),

wherein said second picket (3) can be used as a line picket
of the fence and has a T- or Y-shaped section, and

wherein said link element (4) is arranged in a substantially
horizontal plane, and

wherein said line start/end post or corner post (1) includes

only, and no more than, two pickets, namely the first and
second pickets.
2. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
first extremity (34) of said second picket (3), which would be
beneath the surface of the ground if said picket were driven
into the ground as a line picket, is pointed and has alower hole
(15) intended to receive said link element (4).
3. The post assembly according to claim 2, wherein said
strengthening element includes a cable-thimble strengthen-
ing element (16) and the wire forming said link element (4) is
threaded into said lower hole (15) and bears against said
cable-thimble strengthening element (16).
4. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
link element (4) is only formed by a full loop of fence wire.
5. The post assembly according to claim 4, wherein a knot
or a two-wire joiner (17) closes the loop of said link element
@.
6. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
link element (4) is only formed by one or more individual
branches of fence wire.
7. The post assembly according to claim 6, wherein each
branch of said link element is fixed firstly to the second metal
picket (3) and secondly to a base (25) of the first metal picket
(2) using locking devices.
8. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
second picket (3) has, around a second extremity thereof,
facing said first extremity, a beveled indentation (13).
9. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein said
first picket (2) has a notch (11) designed to receive a portion
of the second extremity (3a) of said second picket (3).
10. The post assembly according to claim 9, wherein said
first picket (2) has the W-shaped section, the two legs of the W
being sufficiently close to one another and sufficiently deep
for said portion of said second extremity (3a), inserted in said
notch (11), to be arranged between the legs of the W.
11. The post assembly according to claim 1,
wherein said strengthening element includes a cable-
thimble strengthening element (16),

wherein the second metal picket (3) is connected, via a
connecting element (22), obliquely between said first
picket (2) and the ground (5), and

said first metal picket (2) further includes a protective cap

(20), that can be placed on an extremity (2a) of said first
picket (2), said protective cap (20) having at least one of
the group consisting of quick-connection means (21)
and holes holding said cable-thimble strengthening ele-
ment (16) and said connecting element (22), required to
assemble the post (1), before said assembly.

12. The post assembly according to claim 1, wherein,

the fence wire of said link element (4) bears a traction force

in a range of 400 to 500 kg.
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13. A line start/end post or corner post (1) assembly for a

fence made of line pickets and fence wire, comprising:

a first metal picket (2) to be driven into the ground (5) in a
substantially vertical position, said first picket (2) hav-
ing an end portion extending from a pre-cut line (10), the
pre-cut line (10) enabling, by knocking against a stone,
the end portion to be disconnected from the first picket
(2), wherein, when disconnected from the first picket,
the end portion defines a non-sink part (8); and

a strengthening element comprised of i) a second metal
picket (3) with a T- or Y-shaped section, the second
picket having a first extremity (35), a second extremity
(3a), and a lower hole (15) at the first extremity (35), ii)
a connecting element (22), iii) a fence wire link element
(4), and iv) the non-sink part (8),

wherein said first picket (2), including the end portion, has
a U- or W-shaped section with a flat surface larger than
asection of said first extremity (35) of said second picket
(3) such that said non-sink part can be placed on the
ground (5) beneath said first extremity (35) of said sec-
ond picket (3), and

wherein, in an assembled state as a line start/end post or
corner post (1), with the first picket driven into the
ground (5) in a substantially vertical position, the non-
sink part placed on the ground (5) beneath said first
extremity (3b) of said second picket (3), and the second
extremity (3a) of the second metal picket (3) connected,
via said connecting element (22), to said first metal
picket (2), as a strut running obliquely between said first
picket (2) and the ground (5), the fence wire link element
(4) is thread through the lower hole (15) adjacent the
ground (5) and to a base of said first picket (2) thereby
linking a first extremity (36) of the second picket (3)
adjacent the ground 5, with the base (25) of the first
picket (2), the fence wire link element (4) being arranged
in a substantially horizontal plane and bearing a traction
force greater than 200 kg, said line start/end post or
corner post (1) includes only, and no more than, two
pickets, namely the first and second pickets.

14. The post assembly according to claim 13, wherein,

the fence wire link element (4) bears the traction force in a
range of 400 to 500 kg.

15. A line start/end post or corner post (1) assembly for a

fence made of line pickets and fence wire, comprising:

a first metal picket (2) to be driven into the ground (5) in a
substantially vertical position, said first picket (2) hav-
ing an end portion extending from a pre-cut line (10), the
pre-cut line (10) enabling, by knocking against a stone,
the end portion to be disconnected from the first picket
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(2), wherein, when disconnected from the first picket,
the end portion defines a non-sink part (8); and

a strengthening element comprised of i) a second metal
picket (3) with a T- or Y-shaped section, the second
picket having a first extremity (35), a second extremity
(3a), and a lower hole (15) at the first extremity (35), ii)
a connecting element (22), iii) a cable-thimble strength-
ening element (16), iv) a fence wire link element (4), and
iv) the non-sink part (8),

wherein said first picket (2), including the end portion, has
a U- or W-shaped section with a flat surface larger than
asection of said first extremity (35) of said second picket
(3) such that said non-sink part (8) can be placed on the
ground (5) beneath said first extremity (35) of said sec-
ond picket (3), and

wherein, in an assembled state as a line start/end post or
corner post (1), with the first picket driven into the
ground (5) in a substantially vertical position, the non-
sink part placed on the ground (5) beneath said first
extremity (3b) of said second picket (3), and the second
extremity (3a) of the second metal picket (3) connected,
via said connecting element (22), to said first metal
picket (2), as a strut running obliquely between said first
picket (2) and the ground (5), said cable-thimble
strengthening element (16) is threaded into said lower
hole (15), and said fence wire link element (4) is
threaded through said lower hole (15) bearing against
said cable-thimble strengthening element (16) and to a
base of said first picket (2) thereby linking a first extrem-
ity (3b) of the second picket (3) adjacent the ground 5,
with the base (25) of the first picket (2), the fence wire
link element (4) being arranged in a substantially hori-
zontal plane and bearing a traction force greater than 200
kg, said line start/end post or corner post (1) includes
only, and no more than, two pickets, namely the first and
second pickets.

16. The post assembly according to claim 15, wherein,

said first metal picket (2) further includes a protective cap
(20), placed on an upper extremity (2a) of said first metal
picket (2), said protective cap (20) having at least one of
the group consisting of holes and quick-connection
means (21) that hold said cable-thimble strengthening
element (16) and said connecting element (22) prior to
assembly of the protective cap on the upper extremity of
said first metal picket (2).

17. The post assembly according to claim 15, wherein,

the fence wire link element (4) bears the traction force in a
range of 400 to 500 kg.
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